
Principal: Sheree Mader 

Phone: 8847 4227 

Fax: 8847 4003 

www.saddleps.sa.edu.au Newsletter No 2 

Tuesday 13th February 2018 

QUALITY   
RELATIONSHIPS 

 

DIVERSITY 

 

ACHIEVEMENT 

 

ENJOYMENT 

 

SECURITY 

DATES TO ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Mon-Fri 12-16 Feb Swimming Lessons (Rec-Yr5) 

Wed 14th Feb PARENT INFO NIGHT 

Fri 23rd Feb  School Photos 

Fri 2nd Mar  G/Valley Swimming Carnival  

Fri 9th Mar  PUPIL FREE DAY  

Mon 12th Mar ADELAIDE CUP HOLIDAY 

Fri 16th Mar  Yr6&7 GRIP Leadership 

Fri 30th Mar  GOOD FRIDAY 

Mon 2nd Apr  EASTER MONDAY 

Wed-Fri 11-13 Apr Year 4-7 Aquatics Camp 

Thu-Fri 12-13 Apr Rec-Yr3 Zoo Snooze 

Fri 13th April LAST DAY OF TERM 

Mon 30th April PUPIL FREE DAY  

Dear Parents, Carers and friends,  

The term has certainly started off very busily 

and I want to congratulate the students on 

their enthusiasm and participation. Well done!  

School Captains 

It was my pleasure to announce our 2018 

School Captains at last week’s assembly.    

CONGRATULATIONS TO MIKAYLA HADLEY 

AND JAMES NICHOLLS who were voted by 

staff and students.  



Over the past years, as a school we have been 

working together on identifying qualities of a 

leader and have focused on how we behave, not 

just occasionally and at school, but in all our extra

-curricular activities as well as daily school life. 

Students reflect on these characteristics as well 

as what they hear and see when potential School 

Captains deliver their speeches to the school. 

I’d like to congratulate all of the Year 7 students 

who prepared well for their speeches and for the 

way they conducted themselves in front of the 

staff and student body.  I was extremely proud 

of you all and all parents would have felt the same 

way! 

Parent Information Night 

We hope to see you all tomorrow evening at 6pm 

in the classrooms for our information evening. 

Teachers want to revisit our Visible Learning 

journey and some of the language we are using 

with the students. This is a good opportunity for 

you as well to familiarise or learn about the 

language we are using across the school about 

your child’s learning and what makes us good 

learners.  

Remember our shared BBQ tea will follow at 

6:30pm.  Please bring either a sweet or salad to 

share and your own drinks.  The school will be 

providing the meat.  

Visible Learning at Saddleworth Primary School 

I’ve attached five characteristics of what your 

children and staff came up with about the 

qualities of a good learner at Saddleworth.  

The learning intentions around maths in the JP 

class are also attached in the form of WALT (We 

Are Learning To) and WILF (What I’m Looking 

For). These are some great conversations starts 

or prompts when you ask your child what they 

have been learning about in maths!       

Attached Articles – some great reading for all 

parents! 

I’ve attached two articles to this fortnight’s 

newsletter – one that was in The Advertiser 
regarding screen time that you may have already 

read and another from Michael Grose about 

making friends. I encourage you to read the 

screen time one first, then read and practise 

some of the strategies about ‘making friends’ 

second. This was a great reviser for me, starting 

a new school year and having two daughter’s start 

at a new school for the first time!  

Attendance 

Week 1 attendance rate is 97.8%  

Week 2 attendance rate is 93.8% 

Let’s strive for the DECD target of 95%! 

With kind regards, 

Sheree                           

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JP News 
This year our class has 23 students in it and we 

have had a great start to the year.  

In Geography we have been looking at a map of 

Australia using the atlases and globe and have 

identified the coast of Australia. In art we made 

a collage of a beach scene and what you might see 

under the water.  

In Health we have identified ways we can help 

everyone to be safe and feel happy at school. We 

made up our classroom rules that help us to have 

a safe learning environment. 

In Maths we are working on 2D shape, and have 

sorted and named shapes and used them to make 

pictures. We are now looking at the properties of 

the different shapes. We are also working on 

number, counting and ordering groups by their 

size. The Receptions are learning to read and 

write the numbers to 10, the Year One’s are 

writing numbers to at least 20 and the Year Two’s 

are identifying the number before, after and 

between the numbers up to at least 100. 

This week we have swimming lessons in the 

morning so we are having a “Muddled Up Week”, 

doing spelling in the afternoon! Swimming was fun, 

the water was warm and we even all found our own 

clothes to put back on, eventually!!! 

 

 

 

 

 
 



MP News 
English by George 
In English this term we have been writing 

Narratives and we wrote a narrative on Magical 

Molly who had extendable arms.   I wrote a story 

about Magical Garfield, who ran out of Doritos, 

hit Odie off the chair and extended his arms to get 

a new packet of Doritos from the kitchen.  

This week we have been using our 5 senses to 

write adjectives to describe pictures. We are 

going to write a narrative today about one of the 

pictures. I think I’ll write about the fire. 

In Guided Reading we have been put into 

different groups. In Comprehension we have been 

looking at “Activating Prior Knowledge”. We had 

to “Stand and Share” what we knew about 

stingers in the sea. We made a poster with all the 

information and we knew a lot about them. 

Geography by Ella 
In Geography we have been learning about 

Australia Day. We looked at the history behind it 

and we wrote about whether we thought we 

should change the date, because of the way the 

early Europeans treated the Aboriginal people. 

Some people thought we should keep the date as 

it was a time to celebrate being Australians and 

the date didn’t really matter. Others thought we 

should respect Aboriginal people from the past 

and change to a new date like Sorry Day.   

We thought that we should change the Australian 

flag to better represent what Australia is today. 

We looked at the current Australian flag, the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and the 

Commonwealth Games flag and took elements 

from these to design new flags which are on 

display in our classroom.                       
We are revising and learning new mapping skills. 

We looked at Google Earth. The Year 3’s found 

Saddleworth School and had to draw a map using 

north point, a key, title, border and scale. The 

Year 4’s and 5’s could choose another school in 

the local area to map.                                    

Heath and PE by Sebastian 

In Heath the Year  3’s, 4’s, and 5’s have drawn 

pictures about being healthy and we had to write 

about them and  research to see if they really 

helped us get fit. 

In PE we played “Capture the Flag” on the first 

Friday. On the 2nd Friday we played where we 

were supposed to.  

Maths by Zac 
In Maths we have been learning about odd and 

even numbers.  We learnt the numbers that odd 

and even numbers end with. We have been rolling 

dice and finding patterns, counting by 2’s and 

making groups that are equally divided by 2’s. 

The Year 4’s have also been learning how to 

check answers by making predictions like odd + 

odd= even and even + even=even     

Science by Jemma 
 Last Week in Science the Year 3’s had to work 

out one way to make some ice melt. 

 All of the Year 3’s worked in different spaces. 

The one that melted the quickest was Zac’s. 

Technology by Kai 
 In Technology, the Year 3’s have been learning 

how to log on with their password and to use 

“Word” by changing fonts, size, printing, saving 

images and saving work on the hard drive as well 

as to a pen drive. 

The Year 4’s and 5’s have started a project on 

“Designing an App” for apple devices. I’m 

making “My Little Blacksmith Shop” which is a 

game where you make all different types of 

swords and shields. 

We started to weed the vegetable garden and will 

soon have tomatoes, zucchini and silver beet for 

sale. 

We bought new furniture (4 stools) for our 
classroom with the money from our veggie 
garden. Mrs Kenny donated some cushions and 
a small beanbag. They are very comfy to sit on 
and we love them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far this term, in the Upper Primary class, we 

have been talking about Growth Mindsets. We 

discussed what they are and why it important to 

have a Growth Mindset and a positive attitude 

towards our learning. We spoke about how 

important it is to be challenged in our learning 

and why we shouldn’t get upset if we are finding 

things difficult, as that means that we are 

learning. We created out own learning pits which 

show how we might be thinking or talking when 

things are easy, and then when things become 

hallenging. Here are some our learning pits.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health the 6/7s have been talking about 

wellbeing and what we can do to look after our 

own wellbeing when we feel certain emotions. 

We have also been talking about gratitude and 

have been taking some time each week to record 

something we are grateful for in our week in our 

‘Thank Tanks’ that we created.  

UP News 





Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

We hope that the children enjoyed the Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake breakfast. Thankyou to parents and helpers for 

cooking and serving the pancakes. They were yummy. 

 

We have begun the year talking about Friendship and 

the importance of getting to know someone to make a 

friend. It is just wonderful how many of the children 

greet staff and adults with a friendly and cheerie 

‘Hello’.  We have played some knot cooperation games. 

The year 3’s - 7’s have been designing their classmates 

names in a ‘Class Friends’ design. The Rec-2’s have 

been making Friendship Flowers in their class groups. 

The friendly faces of the Year 6 and 7’s are being 

displayed in the Art Room and the Year 7 Group 

‘Pyramid’ has been captured as well!  

During the holidays, I had been impacted by some of 

the sad aspects of bullying in our society. One of the 

resources that were recommended for any child that has 

anxiety is a program called BRAVE, http://www.brave
-online.com/                                                                                                                                         
BRAVE is an interactive, online and evidence-
based cognitive behavioral therapy 
(CBT) program for the prevention of anxiety and 
worry for children and teenagers, with 
complementary programs for their parents. Young 
people and their parents can complete 
the program either on their own or with the 
guidance of an 'online therapist'. If you would like 
more information, there is a free 20min session 
that you can trial online, or come and chat with me. 
BRAVE was developed at the University of 
Queensland and is run by a team of researchers 
from the University of Queensland, Griffith 
University and the University of Southern 
Queensland. The BRAVE Team have been 
researching the BRAVE Program for over 15 
years.  
Regards 

Chris Schmaal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care Corner 

http://www.brave-online.com/
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